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Annual Meeting 2018: Being Shaped... and Reshaped 


Please join us for the Southeast Conference's 52nd Annual Meeting "Being 
Shaped ...and Reshaped," June 8th and 9th in Demorest, Georgia at 
Piedmont College. 


The Annual Meeting this year will continue our discussion of our year of 
discernment with listening sessions and speakers and workshops to help us 
think about, talk about, and discern the future of the Southeast 
Conference. 


Housing is available on campus for no additional cost and all meals from 
lunch on Friday to Lunch Saturday are included. 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=8df549bc51 Page 1 of 9 


SECUCC Conference Connection: April 1, 2018 2/20/23, 12:29 PM 


Documents and information about the schedule and items up for vote will 
be available on our website in the coming weeks. 


Before the meeting we will be hosting both an Authorized Minister's 
Retreat: Harp and Song Reflections with the Dalai Lama and Desmond 
Tutu's "The Book of Joy" on June 7-8th as well as an MID retreat on the 
Enneagram. 


We will also be hosting a Healthy Boundaries Training on June 6th in 


Demorest. 
REGISTER ONLINE TODAY 


If you have any questions or difficulty with registration please contact Rev. 
Heather Fosburgh Bardole at 404-719-6572 or hbardole@secucc.org. 


Two Regional Discernment Meetings This Month 


During this year of 2018, we will begin the interim work for the Southeast 

Conference in earnest. The Board of Directors approved that this year will 
be a Year of Discernment for the entire conference.This is our way to seek 
God's Spirit into the process as we ask hard questions about the direction 
of the conference. (Learn more on our website.) 


We have two dates and places for regional meetings. 


e Saturday, April 7, 2018 at Howard Congregational Church, 
Nashville, TN; 2:00-3:30 pm. 

e Saturday, April 14, 2018 at United Church of Huntsville, Huntsville, 
AL; 2:00-3:30 pm. 


There will be two more regional meetings, one in the Atlanta area and one 
in Charleston, SC. We are still working on finalizing dates. 


The two books we are reading: 


e Institutional Intelligence: How to Build an Effective Organization by 
Gordon T. Smith 
e Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Uncharted Territory by 
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Tod Bolsinger. 


If you have any questions, please contact Marie. 


From the Conference Minister 


Dear Friends, 


This week marks the 50th anniversary of the 
assassination of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
There are numerous ways we can remember and 
reflect on the life and the influence this man had on 
our country. | want to challenge all of us on what we 
can do to keep the man, his dream, and his message 
alive and relevant today. 


In many ways, 50 years have not changed that much 
in our country. We are still torn apart by racism, 
classism, sexism, heterosexism, Islamaphobia, 
xenophobia, the list could go on and on. Fear, anxiety, and hatred are 
commonplace. The chasm between rich and poor, the have’s and the have- 
not's seem larger than ever. Distrust in institutions colors everything. 


Dr. King did his part of challenge these societal sins. We can keep his legacy 
alive by challenges those same sins each and every day. When we speak up 
for justice based on our reading of the Bible and our theological 
convictions, we live Dr. King’s dream. When we challenge our own privilege 
and our assumptions, we live Dr. King’s dream. When we open ourselves 
up to the moving of the Holy Spirit to truly live the values we espouse, we 
live Dr. King’s dream. 


Let us all continue to work to make Dr. King’s dream a reality. 


Blessings, 
Marie 


Message from Our Generosity Coordinator 
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Gifts to Basic Support of Our Church's Wider Mission 
(OCWM) benefit the full range of the United Church 
of Christ mission across the country and around the 
globe. 


e Because of our belief in a continuing 
testament, we are attentive to God's creative 
movement in the world. 

e We prepare leaders who are open to and 
prepared for ministry in the present and future 
church. 

e We train leaders who grow spiritually, who 
build up the church, and put their faith into action. 

e We arrive early on issues of social justice, as evidenced by courageous 
"firsts" for racial justice, equality and inclusion. 

e We change lives through our global partnerships, missionaries and 
advocacy. 


Thank you for your partnership. Together we are changing lives. 


Please allow me to help you to help your church. Invite me to speak to 
your church regarding ways to contribute to this effort. Should you have 
questions, contact me at cmoss@secucc.org. 


Blessings, as we journey..together... 
Carrole Moss 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2018. We encourage you to 
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include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. Click here to 
download the entire 2018 prayer list. 


Week of April 2 


e Deer Lodge Congregational UCC; Deer Lodge, Tennessee 
e James Banks 

e Marie Fortune 

e Laurie Robins 

e Jeane Spoor 


Week of April 9 


Open Table; Mobile, Alabama 
Susannah Davis 

Dorothea Lotze-Kola 

Allen Mullinax 

Stephen Sterner 


Transitions 


e We celebrate the ordinations of two of our Members in Discernment 
this month: 
o Cindy Barto will be ordained on Sunday, April 22, 2018 at the 
11am service at Central Congregational UCC, Atlanta, GA. 
o James Bowman Harris will be ordained on Sunday, April 29, at 
the 5pm at Kirkwood United Church of Christ, Atlanta, GA. 
e Rev. Dorinda Broadnax is the new interim pastor at First 
Congregational UCC, Birmingham, AL. 


Churches in Transition 
First Congregational, Birmingham, AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta, GA; Sandy 
Creek, Lafayette, AL 


News from our Local Congregations 


Faith Over Firearms: the Southeast Conference 
Marches for Our Lives 
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The Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ had a significant 
presence at some of the 800 “March for Our Lives” rallies held across the 
country on March 24, 2018. 


Folks from many of our local churches participated in rallies across the 
Southeast. 


e Washington, DC: Rev. Glenna Shepherd from Pleasant Hill 
Community Church traveled to DC with Mark Canfield, Teri Kelly, and 
Denise Acquista. 

e Birmingham, AL: The four UCC congregations in Birmingham (Pilgrim 
UCC, First Congregational UCC, Covenant Community Church, and 
Beloved Community UCC) were present for the March For Our Lives 
Birmingham event. 

e Atlanta, GA: Central Congregational UCC and Kirkwood UCC 
participated in the Atlanta march. 

e Nashville, TN: Members of Brookmeade Congregational UCC 
marched and rallied in Nashville. 

e Cookeville, TN: The March wasn't limited to the big cities. Cookeville, 
TN (population 35,000) had a rally which included folks from the 
United Church of Cookeville. 

e Pleasant Hill, TN: Even though the weather didn’t cooperate, that 
didn’t stop Pleasant Hill Community Church from holding an indoor 
rally! 


View photos from the marches on our website. 
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News from the Wider Church 


Eighth Annual Retired UCC Servants Retreat 


An Event for intellectual stimulation; spiritual enlightenment and 
reflection; and renewing friendships and/or making new friends for Retired 
UCC Clergy, Missionaries, Volunteer Ministry Workers and Spouses of the 
Southeast and Southern Conferences of the United Church of Christ 


This year's theme is "White Privilege." Our guest speaker is Dr. John 
Dorhauer, General Minister and President of UCC. 


Monday -Wednesday, October 1-3, 2018 
Blowing Rock Conference Center, Blowing Rock, North Carolina 


Costs are as follows: One night $50; two nights $75; three nights $100; four 
nights $125 (1 or 2 in each room). Total cost for all 7 meals and facility fee 
($7.00 per event per person) from Monday lunch-Wednesday lunch: $78.25 
per person. Any meal not eaten will be taken off the total. Cost of meals: 
breakfast $9.25; lunch $10.25; dinner $11.75; (Wednesday box $8.75) If less 
than 20 persons sign up for Monday lunch, BRCC will not serve lunch on 
Monday. 


Please register by contacting Ms. Amy Stamey, reservations manager at 
Blowing Rock Conference Center, at 828-295-7813 or amy@brccenter.org. 
Please let Amy know when you are arriving, Sunday evening, Monday 
morning, or Monday afternoon, so that Blowing Rock can prepare Monday 
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lunch for those who have arrived early. Also, let Amy know the number of 
nights you are staying. 


Directions to Blowing Rock Conference Center, Blowing Rock, NC are 
located on their 
website. 


Participants arriving on Sunday, September 30, are invited to share a meal 
at Canyon’s Restaurant in Blowing Rock at 6 pm followed by a Taize worship 
service in the chapel at Blowing Rock Conference Center. 


Training and Learning Opportunities 


A Scholarshiped Continuing Educational Event on 
Professional Ethics for Authorized Ministers 


e Are you amember of a Committee or Commission on Ministry (COM)? 

e Are you concerned about professional ethics among authorized 
ministers? 

e Would a more comprehensive approach to professional ethics for 
clergy enable you to respond to the unique issues which you face as a 
member of a COM? 


PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc., has received a special donation to 
cover the costs for up to twelve COM members from any UCC Conference. 
If you are aCOM member, you are invited to participate in the course, 
Professional Boundaries and Ministerial Self-Care. 


This six- week asynchronous online course explores ethics and their 
application for professional pastoral ministers. In addition to the topic of 
boundaries that define the relationships between pastoral ministers and 
congregants, the course also explores issues like confidentiality in ministry, 
ethics related to competency in pastoral ministry, power differential in 
ministerial settings, and the use of social media. 


Through the coursework, participants will come to a greater understanding 
of the need for an ethical paradigm for ministerial engagement. In addition, 
the course explores the professional minister's right to privacy. Claiming 
one’s appropriate right to privacy helps the professional maintain 
appropriate boundaries. Knowing how to discern where our public self 
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begins and our private self end serves as an essential aspect of self-care. 


Required readings for the course include: 


e Lebacqz, Karen, and Drickill, Joseph. (2000). Ethics and Spiritual Care: 
A Guide for Pastors, Chaplains, and Spiritual Directors. Abingdon 
Press. ISBN: 978-0-678-07156-2 

e Gula, Richard M. (2010). Just Ministry: Professional Ethics for Pastoral 
Ministers. Paulist Press. ISBN: 978-0-80910463104 


Participants who complete all required coursework will earn four 
continuing education units. 


e DATES: Wednesday, May 9 to Tuesday, June 19, 2018 (Registration 
deadline: Friday, May 4) 

e Course Facilitator: The Rev. Lou Kavar, Ph.D., President of the Board of 
Directors, PATHWAYS, and a member of the faculty in the School of 
Psychology at Capella University. Lou has facilitated courses in 
professional ethics for health and mental health professionals as well 
as Clergy. He has been teaching online courses for 18 years. 


For more information, contact: pathways.ucc@gmail.com 
To learn more about PATHWAYS Theological Edeation, Inc, visit: 


www.pathways-ucc.org 
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